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“We connect the region with circular stories” O
What's so new about Circular Economy in our region? ;
Project: Western Balkan Circular and four pillars of connecting ®
Climate Innovation Beacons | 9
PROJECT GOAL VALUES AND (@)
CE Beacons project started this year and his goal is to develop a CE CE Beacon partners VISION (?)
ecosystem and services that will enable the transition to CE in the follow a common thread INFORMATION

Western Balkans. of collaboration, (:D
FUNDING SOURCE abbreviated as: RESOURCES s
EIT Climate-KIC through INNOVATION ECOSYSTEMS - Cross European EXPERIENCE (7))
Ecosystems Programme. & EXPERTISE (T
BUDGET —_~
The Total Budget of the Project for 2020 is € 269,827 ‘_2

PARTNERS

Wuppertal Institute of Climate, Environment and Energy, Germany
* Cleantech Bulgaria
* Timis Chamber of Commerce, Industry and Agriculture (CCIAT),
Romania
* Chamber of Commmerce and Industry of Serbia
* Athena Research and Innovation Center in Information,

Communication and Knowledge Technologies, Greece
* CirkEkon, Serbia

Our 2020 plan

This year, CE Beacons' goal is to conduct a complex analysis of business needs
and assess the potential for a systemic business collaboration for (post COVID)
CE transition in our region.

The objective for 2020 is to implement a resilient, regionally fit implementation
framework for circular sustainable solutions into business, while directly
connecting experiences from 6 Balkan countries and 2 other European countries.

“We are carefully supporting you through
systemic circular transition times and
invite you to become part of our network!”

In consortium with:

Rl This activity has received funding from the European Institute of innovation and H . / \ i
(A Technology (EIT), abody of the European Union, underthe Horizon 2020, the EU EI ' | m _KI ' @ a Wu ertal CHAMBER OF
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https://www.cirekon.rs/
http://cleantech.bg/en/home/
https://wupperinst.org/en/
https://pks.rs/
http://www.cciat.ro/
https://www.athena-innovation.gr/en/home
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Our team was able to get the first insights based on our webinar participants feedbacks, that

we will try to follow next months. We aim to build a co-creative network that lively comnmuni-
cates, where we listen and give our best to accommmodate major recognized needs. Likewise,
we will give our best to connect innovation actors with new business enthusiasts in order to
support you.

. . . . ) ~ Circular Economy aims primarily at creating added value, competitiveness,
Balkan countries are still on the awareness rising step towards circular economy, ~ autonomy and preparedness for the disruptive times which lie ahead. For this,

but slowly starting to investigate ways to improve their business and/or start new ~ we need to retain as much value as possible the value within the systems we

product lines or complete business on the lines of CE. ~ operate, in cycles that involve minimal losses.

We have preliminary created four interest groups based on which CE Beacons will develop
services and materials. These are actors that:

‘Inquire for general CE related knowledge and new information (37% ) — CE Knowledge seekers
*Seek to improve their business with circularity (30% ) — Circular crusaders

*Search for ways to improve personal skill sets / consultancy acumen (15%) — Circular Skillsters
*"Want to build new product lines / new business (14% of participants) — Circular enthusiasts

*Are already looking for financing models for CE solutions (4%) — Circular Pioneers
More information can be found via this link.
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CIRCULAR CIRCULAR
PIONLEERS / ENTH U?SIASTS

Details are here: link.

CE KNOWLEDGE P —— _ B
SEEIT(ERS ’ CIRCULAR UNDERSTANDING THE
CRUSAT*DERS CIRCULAR ECONOMY
JFS‘{.:[)- RS E%EEEE%EVEL AUGUST 17, 2020
12:00-13:40 CET ]
CIRCULAR DEVELOPMENT :
SK'LLTSTERS ’ e s e s R

We will continue tracking interests and needs from our peers and general business audience,
with the aim to precisely pinpoint priority areas where we can help the market development.
Therefore, we need you to join us and co-create our common circular future!

Stay tuned!
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https://www.cirekon.rs/
http://cleantech.bg/en/home/
https://wupperinst.org/en/
https://pks.rs/
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https://www.ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/case-studies/increasing-diversity-building-resilience
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/understanding-the-circular-economy-at-system-level-for-business-development-tickets-115832473045
https://call-for-adopters.fundingbox.com/

WHAT'S NEW IN OUR COUNTRIES? It announces initiatives along the entire life cycle of products, targeting for Aggz%ST

example their design, promoting circular economy processes, fostering ~ CE Fir.mncir.mg Alternatives- examples of
sustainable consumption, and aiming to ensure that the resources used ~ hew financing models : #O1

CE Beacons had organized the first in series Webinar titled:
Circular Economy in Balkan countries. The state of play 2020.

are kept in the EU economy for as long as possible. ‘Crowdfunding
A hundred participants were present from 16 counties: Austria, Bulgaria, *Social-impact bonds
Croatiaq, Cyprgs, Denmork, Frqnce, Georgia, Germany, Greece, ltaly, Proposed investing priorities across Europe: *Equity in people
Qatar, Romania, S.erb|0|, S!ovemo, The. Netherlond.s, USA. [ sl e e e el e s *Community owned businesses
Some of the most interesting conclusions are outlined on next page *Control of the pandemic
——— — ‘Biomedical research
Sustainability transition in the World, Europe and the role of CE < : ‘Border security, safe travel, drugs, safe trade

‘Renewable energy and circular economy

*Climate emergency is in effect - We must keep the rising Food security and Smart Agriculture

temperature below 1.5C and it is important to cut carbon

emissions by 7.6% per year (68% by 2030). ‘Promotion of European supply chains (ICTs, batteries, etc)
: . . *Secure ICT networks
UN Sustainable Development Solutions Network presented 6 major *Sustainable Education, Training, Capacity, Building, and Innovation
transformation pathways to achieve SDGs:
I.Education, gender and inequality Business opportunities and EU Funding Situation,

2.Health, wellbeing and demography

3.Energy decarbonization and sustainable industry Jana Nicolas, Wuppertal Institute
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4.Sustainable food, land, water and oceans Findings from the Horizon 2020 CICERONE Project: \
5.Sustainable cities and communities }
6.Digital revolutions for sustainable development. The survey results on funding for CE in European countries indicated that : "L_ _”

The European Green Deal (EGD) announced the following policy area changes:

>

-70% of the programmes are national programmes.

—
e
e |
.

1.Biodiversity -18% of the programmes is implemented at the regional level and
2.From farm to work -Only.8.% of ’ghe programmes are located at the European level |
3.Sustainable agriculture -Deficit in scaling up projects

~Need for programmes that bridge gap between research & implementation

4.Cl . j ’ ‘ o )
ean energy -Lack of consumer and behaviour orientation (education, training, social

5.Sustainable industry

6.Building and renovating behaviour)

/.Sustainable mobility

8.E|imino|’cing POHUHOH Amount of Funding and Duration of Programmes: Most of the
9.Climate action. programmes are planned for a duration of 1to 3 years and they

consist either mostly 1-5 Million EUR or They are bigger projects

Being climate neutral by 2050 is the preeminent goal of EU with EGD triggering that have a budget of over 513 Million EUR M
. I l|.I

a number of actions; namely, the EGD Investment Plan, the Just Transition
Mechanism, the European climate law, the European Climate Pact, the
European Industrial Strategy, the Circular Economy Action Plan, the e wWacte or biomass

Farm to fork strategy, the EU Biodiversity Strategy for 2030 and the EU _Lifecycle Phase: end-of-life phase, other phases show
Strategies for energy system integration and hydrogen. balanced picture

Focus of Funding Programmes: i\

-Major Funding Type: technology and process optimisation
A new Circular Economy Action Plan for a Cleaner and More -Sectors: manufacturing and waste

Competitive Europe
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THE STATE OF PLAY IN ROMANIA § THE STATE OF PLAY IN SERBIA

Dr. Eng. & Mgt. Marian C-tin VASILE , Managing Partner @ Zalmo Expert
Consult SRL,

-|I_

Mostly concepts under circular economy umbrella are about asset recirculation,
resource efficiency and productivity and the waste valorisation.

The European Commission’s Environmental Implementation Review 2019
states that :

« Circular economy remains underdeveloped in Romania.

- Very low recycling of municipal waste (7 % material recycling and 7 %
composting) and very high landfilling rates (approx. 70%)- highest in EU.
« Ecolabel products: 24 out of 71.707 in EU .

- Most Romanian companies have low environmental awareness.

« 33% SME implemented energy-saving measures and 31%
waste-minimizing measures.

Some Initiatives and good practises are:

- ECOREG, First pilot project in Romania (2009-2011) aimed at Main waste law amendments enable CE: .
testing the potential of industrial symbiosis. - Define “End of waste” and “criteria for by-products” ;
. lasi zero waste — RETRACE with the soal: eco-desien of material »Improved EPR for medical and pharmaceutical products in the waste e ¥ e AT i
i 240 e R goal-€ 1518 «More clearly defined ownership over waste in transactions and trade e, e & ! g ol T o |
and energetic streams, so that waste is valorised in other processes. « The decision brought on the usage of oxo-degradable and e _EI’_;;. 4 N & ol ‘-'lit*l' f*l@f‘ e
« UrbanWins with the goal to develop participatory and scientific biodegradable bags that need additives Soieh ¢ B T s e O
planning tools for waste management. "':‘4’*2*’4, é g.q @ A
VR
Romania has great potential for circular economy in following areas: %ﬁr{g s [ 4o ﬁ;;; B
. : : : : Mot L @R 0
- Mining waste, packaging waste, textiles, construction, agriculture S "‘"‘:‘ﬂm 4
and food ”A&‘“A B S g o0
- Compost, sewage sludge “ﬁiﬂr@ 8 U Fio ;: _
- Reconditioning of electric, electronic and metallic parts f?ﬁa e &
. . : . B e X Pty R
(including motors) Other circular related documents: Coapite .Il E
- Reuse Of products} services Ond tools '|ndus’FriO| PO“CV Strotegv 2030 I:' i ' -' : i £ 'gi,
*Sustainable and integrated urban development strategy 2030 Vi g 4
Romania must develop visionary integrated and cohesive national and .Green bl Froepeneri e e e e _ N b :
: : : " ) Analysis and assessment of EPR schemes in Serbia :
local regulations to provide necessary instruments for transition to circular - Analysis and assessment of Eco-Innovation for CE development i
economy. | a8 |
We kindly invite you to watch the whole webinar via this link: : a %’
| § B
) B e
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THE STATE OF PLAY IN GREECE

Mariyana Hamanova, Executive director of Cleantech Bulgaria

Circular economy regulation in Bulgaria
Expected policies to be implemented in the short term (until 2022)

« Circular economy remains underdeveloped in Romania.

«Very low recycling of municipal waste (7 % material recycling and 7 %
composting) and very high landfilling rates (approx. 70%)- highest in EU.

« Ecolabel products: 24 out of 71.707 in EU .

« Most Romanian companies have low environmental awareness.

« 33% SME implemented energy-saving measures and 31% National Circular Economy Strategy published by the Ministry of

waste-minimizing measures. Environment and Energy, Hellenic Republic is based on 5 concepts:

: - Product design
Main Challenges « Production process

‘Setting the right CE indicators and metrics in the Operation « Consumption
programs design « From waste to resources
«Innovation, investment, and other cross-cutting issues

“We are carefully supporting you
through systegrnc circular transition
Imes...

*Combine efficiently funds and resources

*Supporting the business within time with the right skills and measures m;

*Choosing the right flagship industry sectors for CE pilots and »
demonstrations Stra

*Close the innovation gap for CE products and services jobs

eotitive
portc
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What Circular Economy means for Bulgarian business

"Resource productivity remains hugely under-exploited

as a source of wealth and competitiveness
*Combination of cost savings and new business opportunities
‘Flexibility in dealing with price increases and fluctuations of C
*Independence from material prices
*Resilience against supply risks INn MQ
*Opening of new markets

inable

Cleantech Bulgaria Achievements in CE transition We kindly invite you to watch the whole webinar via this link:
*Three regional innovation hubs under the European Institute of Innovation
and Technology (EIT)-Climate-KIC
*More than 200 green start-ups supported
*International Forum ,, Circular Economy and Clean Technologies”
*More than 30 investments in innovative green Bulgarian companies
attracting over 5 min.€ additional funding
*Centre of Competence “Clean& Circle”.

We kindly invite you to watch the whole webinar via this link:
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